
  

 

What is Enhanced Core Reading Instruction (ECRI)? 

• Instructional routines and daily Tier I and 
Tier II lessons that supplement, overlay 
school’s existing core reading program 

• ECRI increases the explicitness and 
intensity of instruction 

• ECRI increases cohesion between Tier I 
and Tier II: 

o Same scope and sequence of 
content 

o Same routines and language for 
introducing and practicing skills 

o Preteaching of content in Tier II to 
promote students’ access to Tier I the 
following day 

 
What does ECRI daily Tier I reading instruction look like? 

• All students receive 90+ minutes of universal reading instruction 
with the core program (Tier I): 

o 30 minutes of whole group foundational skills instruction following 
the daily ECRI lesson 

o 30 minutes focuses on explicit vocabulary development, reading 
comprehension, and other literacy elements and using ECRI 
routines 

o 30 minutes for differentiated small group instruction, matched to 
student skills based on formative data 

 
 

What does ECRI daily Tier II reading instruction look like?    

• Students who demonstrate risk on the basis of universal screening 
receive 30 minutes of small group intervention (Tier II) daily, 
in addition to Tier I: 

o Focuses on pre-teaching foundational skills portion of the Tier I 
daily lesson focused on phonemic awareness, phonics, and 
reading connected text 

o Uses the daily ECRI lesson aligned with the school’s existing core 
reading program the day prior to its use in Tier I 
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ECRI Tier I Lesson (90+ minutes)  

30 Minutes: Foundational Skills  

Irregular Word Reading 2 m 

Phonemic Awareness 2 m 

Sound Spelling 2 m 

Decodable Word 
Reading 5 m 

Decodable Text Reading 12 m 

Encoding Practice 5 m 

Re-teaching 2 m 

30 Minutes: Vocabulary and Comprehension 

30 Minutes: Differentiated Small Group 

 

ECRI Tier II Lesson (30 minutes) 

Irregular Word Reading 2 m 

Phonemic Awareness 2 m 

Sound Spelling 2 m 

Decodable Word Reading 5 m 

Decodable Text Reading 12 m 

Encoding Practice 5 m 

Re-teaching 2 m 

 

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/market/movingup/ecri/

